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The Washington Post foday be-
gins publication of excerpls froin
Lyndon B. Johnson’s account of his
Presidency. Ilis book, “The Vaunfuge
Point,” will be published shortly by
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc. The
excerpling was donz for-The Post
by Chalmers M. Roberls. . . B
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1t has been suid that the Prosidency
is the loneliest office in the world. 1
¢id not find it so. ¥vén during .the
dackest hours of my administration, I
always knew that T could draw on the
strength, support, and Jove of my fam-.
ily and my fviends.

But if 1 was seldom lonely, T was
“often alone,  No one- dan exporlonce

with the President of {he United
States tha glory and agony of bis of-
fica, No one can share the majeztia

view from his pinnacle of power, No

one can share the burden of his deci-
stons or the scope of his duties. A Cab-

inet officer, no malter how Lroad his -

mandate, has a limited responsibility.
A Senator, no maetter how varied his
interesls, has a Ymited constituency.
‘But e President a
people and must face

un {o all the
ble, as

svary clti-

he geos it, for the wao
zen and must be sen
every groun. e canust pick - and
choose his issues. They all come with
the job. So his
among his fellow A

Fov betler or worsa, then, this is a
book that only a President could have
awritten, That is the sole cxeusa fov its
existence. I make no prefonge of hav-
ing writlten a2 ecomuleta aud delinitive
hiztory of my Prezidency. I bave fried,
aather, lo review that peried from 2
President’s point of view.—feflecting a
President’s persowal and politicsl phi-
losophy, a President’s experienca and
‘knowledge, a Peesldent's asplrations,
-and & President’s vosponse to the de-
Iands that were made on him,

I have pot written these ehapters to
say, “This is how It was,” hut to say,
“This §s how T eaw it frora my ventagoe
point.,” Neither have T atltempted to
cover -all the evenls of my adininistra-
tion. T have s=2lectad what 1 consider to
be the most important problems, the
most pressing goals, znd tha most his-
totic zecomplishments of my yeavs os
Yresident. o

Finally, T have tried {o oy
ing in histovical paraphlatcering. 1 did
not set oul to wiite s propasauda pieca
in svoport of my declsions, My v

oid engas-

o to the will of
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‘that 1faced as President, to record the
dacts as they came to me, to Yst the al-
lernatives  available, and to review
what ¥ did and why I did it. Others
‘will have to judge the resulls on thejr
‘merits. The struggle in Vietnam, for
«example, inspired one of the most pas-
sionate and deeply felt debates in our
‘nation’s life, That debate will go on, no
matter what is writlen in these pages.
“History will make its judgments on the
decisions made and the actions taken.
P Sincerely, ILyndon B, !Oh?lSON
-+ Johnson City, Tex,

April 1971,
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C"We're” going to carmry two stales
next year if we doi't carry sny ‘others;
‘Massachusetts and Teoxas.”
. 'The speaker was John F. Kennedy.”
" The time was Iriday morning, No-
vember 22, 1963. .
-..X had gone to the President's clghth-
floor suite in the Helel Texas in Fort
Worth to introduce my vounger sister,
Yaucia Alexander, to him. The Presi-
dent’s gpivits were high, e had com¥
to Pexas for politics, and {he twip so
far was successful--much more sue-
cessful than I had expected, He bad
bzen warrnly received cverywhere he
wenl, The erowds in San Antonio and
Houston on the previous day had been
arge and enthusiastic.

That morning in ¥ort Worth he had
alveady made two specches, one 10 a,
large gathering in a parking lot scross
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to.a Chamber of Commcree breakfast
in the hotel. Money and power were
represented at the breakfast, bui {hs
parking Jot audience-—made up of‘
workers, mothers, and childreen—gave
e more assurance about the mood of
Texas, Many of them had waited in a
steady drizzle for more than an hour
%o hear him and to see Mrs, Kennedy,
“Where's Jackie? someone in the
crowd shouted, ’ .
“Mrs, Xennedy is organizing her
self,” the President sald, “I{ takes longe
er, but of conise she looks hetter than
wa do voon sle doey it The crowd
loved this, and roaved ils approval.
MNow it was {ime fo'leave for Dallas.
John Xennedy was thinking about the
futire, about {he approaching presi-
Gential campaign and the nocessity for
carrying Texas. No one, including the
President, considered s recleclion to,

T be-n ciueh, In fact, the President’s vat-
ings in the polls were as low as they

had ever been. But his reception thus
far in Texas scemed to disprove the .
polls, and this fact was very much on
President Kennedy’s mind. The polls

“may have given him cause for gloom,
Jbut the people certainly did not.

That was obviously what ho was
thinking about. when he remarked to
me, cheerfully, that we would at least
carry Massachusetls and Texas. They
were the last words John Kennedy ever
spoke to me. '

When John Xennedy first offered me
the Vice Presidential nomination, I
asked him to be candid with me. If it
was only a courteous gesture, 1 said,
I wanted him to say so. He replicd

ihat he needed me 1o run with him

if the tickel was to be successful,

I served John Kennedy for three
years—as a candidate and as his Viee
President. I served him loyally, as X
would have wanted my Vice President
to serve me. We did not always sce
things in the same light.’T did not al-
ways agree with everything that hap-
pened in his administration. But when
I did disagree with the President, 1 did
50 in private, and man to man. :

What some people did not under-
stand  was . that our relationship,
which dated back to our service to-
getizer in the Iouse of Representa-
tives, had always been one of mutual
respeet, admiration, and ceoperation.
When 1 was running for Senate Minor-
ity Teader in 1933, John Kennedy
called me {from Massachusells and
sald: “I want you 1o know vou can
count on my support.” I{ was purcly a
self-initiated act on his part. T hadn't
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